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Name   

Suchetana Chattopadhyay

Date of Birth

7.12.1973

Designation   

Assistant Professor (senior grade)

Department of History

Jadavpur University

Calcutta-700032

India

Qualifications

PhD, University of London, 2005.

MA in History, Jadavpur University, 1997.

BA in History, Jadavpur University, 1995.

Thesis Title

Muzaffar Ahmad, Calcutta, and Socialist Politics, 1913-1929, University of London, 2005. 

Grants and Scholarships

Research grant from Barry Amiel and Norman Melburn Trust, UK to archive rare documents on the left in India (April 2013-March 2014. Ongoing.)
Research grant from Barry Amiel and Norman Melburn Trust, UK (17 December 2010 to 15 January 2011) to undertake archival research in the British Library, London.

Hermes post-doctoral research fellowship from Fondation Maison des Sciences de l’homme, France (1 April to 31 July, 2009) to undertake archival research in Paris.
Research grant from Charles Wallace India Trust, UK (1 July to 30 August, 2007) to undertake archival research in the British Library, London.

Felix Scholarship (1999-2002) to pursue doctoral research at School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of London.

Selected for National Scholarship (1995), Government of India for Masters Level Education.

Contact  Information

Office: Department of History, Faculty of Arts, Jadavpur University, Kolkata 700032, India.

Email:  Suchetana.chattopadhyay@gmail.com
Faculty Page

http://www.jaduniv.edu.in/profile.php?uid=188
Publications

Articles

‘Fear, Scarcity and Repression in Kolkata during the First World War’ in Syed Jaffar Ahmed (ed.), Challenges of History Writing in South Asia: Special Volume in Honour of Dr. Mubarak Ali, Pakistan Study Centre, University of Karachi & Pakistan Labour Trust, Karachi, 2013, pp.321-355.
‘War, Migration and Alienation: the Remaking of Muzaffar Ahmad’, History Workshop Journal, Oxford University Press,Volume 64 (1): 2007.

Cited by Heather Goodall, ‘Port Politics: Indian Seamen, Australian Unions and Indonesian Independence, 1945-47’, Labour History, Vol. 94 (May 2008).

Cited by Antoinette Burton, ‘Getting outside the global: re-positioning British imperialism in world history’ in  Antoinette Burton, Mrinalini Sinha, C. A. Bayly,  Empire in Question: Reading, Writing, and Teaching British Imperialism, Duke University Press, 2011, p.379.
Cited by Neilesh Bose, ‘Muslim Modernism and Trans-regional Consciousness in Bengal, 1911–1925: The Wide World of Samyabadi’, South Asia Research, November 2011 Vol. 31 No. 3, pp. 231-248.

Cited by Janam Mukherjee, ‘Hungry Bengal: War, Famine, Riots, and the End of Empire 1939-46’, Unpublished PhD Thesis, University of Michigan 2011.

‘The Bolshevik Menace: Colonial Surveillance and the Origins of Socialist Politics in Calcutta’, South Asia Research, London and New Delhi: Sage Publications, Volume 26 (2): 2006.

Cited by Daniel Brueckenhaus,  "Every stranger must be suspected": Trust Relationships and the Surveillance of Anti-Colonialists in Early Twentieth-Century Western Europe,Geschichte und Gesellschaft 36.4 (2010): 523-566.

Cited by Neilesh Bose, ‘Muslim Modernism and Trans-regional Consciousness in Bengal, 1911–1925: The Wide World of Samyabadi’, South Asia Research, November 2011 Vol. 31 No. 3,pp. 231-248.

Alan Sielaff, ‘Soviet Influence in British India: Intelligence and Paranoia within Imperial Government in the Interwar Years’, Honors dissertation, University of Colorado, 2011.

Ranked among most-cited articles published in South Asia Research as of 1 July 2013.

http://sar.sagepub.com/reports/most-cited

‘Talking Bolshevism: Muzaffar Ahmad and the first socialist nucleus among the urban intelligentsia in the early nineteen-twenties’, Jadavpur University Journal of History, Calcutta, Volume XXI: 2003-2004.

Article published in language other than English:

'Nau Abaditi Hindustan mein Jang, Hijrat aur Begangi' (‘War, Migration and Alienation’), Tareekh, Lahore: Sanjh Publications, Volume 36 (3): 2008.

(Translated by Dr. Saulat Nagi into Urdu.)

Monograph

An early communist: Muzaffar Ahmad in Calcutta, 1913-1929, Tulika Publishers, New Delhi, 2011. Second Edition (Paperback) published in 2012.

Translated into Telugu and published by Prajashakti Press, Hyderabad in 2013.

Review by Claude Markovits, Vingtieme Siecle Revue d'histoire, No. 114, April-June 2012.

Review by Ritwika Biswas, The Book Review, VOLUME XXXVI NUMBER 5 MAY 2012.
Review by Antoinette Burton, History Workshop Journal, (Spring 2012), No. 73(1): pp. 348-353. First published online: February 7, 2012. 

Review by R. Uma Maheswari, Social Scientist,  Vol. 39: No. 7-8 July-August 2011, pp. 390-391.
Review by Vijay Prashad, Frontline, Volume 28: Issue 18, Aug. 27-Sep. 09, 2011.

Cited by Heather Goodall, ‘Tracing Southern Cosmopolitanisms: The Intersecting Networks of Islam, Trade Unions, Gender & Communism, 1945-1965’,  Cosmopolitan Civil Societies Journal, Vol.3, No.3, 2011, pp.108-139.
Cited by Neilesh Bose, ‘Muslim Modernism and Trans-regional Consciousness in Bengal, 1911–1925: The Wide World of Samyabadi’, South Asia Research, November 2011 Vol. 31 No. 3,pp. 231-248.

Cited by Pankaj Mishra, From the Ruins of Empire: The Revolt Against the West and the Remaking of Asia, London, 2012.
Selected by Rammohan Foundation, the national body of library networks of India, for distribution in local libraries across the country.

Book Review

Review of Pierre Brocheaux, Ho Chi Minh: A Biography, Cambridge University Press, New York, 2007 in Twentieth Century Communism: a journal of international history 2013; Issue 5: pp.232-237.
Review of Amiya P. Sen, Rammohun Roy: A Critical Biography, Penguin, New Delhi, 2012 in Frontline 9-22 February 2013; vol.30, 3: pp.83-84.
Review of Amiya Kumar Bagchi, David Washbrook, Arup Maharatna and Arun Bandopadhyay, Four Essays on Writing Economic History of Colonial India, Institute of Development Studies Kolkata/Progressive Publishers, Kolkata,  2011 in Social Scientist September-October 2012; vol.40,09-10:pp. 114-116.

Review of Amiya Kumar Bagchi, Colonialism and Indian Economy, New Delhi, Oxford University Press, 2010 in Indian Historical Review December 2011; vol. 38, 2: pp. 256-260.
Review of Prashant Kidambi, The making of an Indian metropolis: colonial governance and public culture in Bombay, 1890-1920, Ashgate, 2007 in Journal of British Studies January 2010; Vol. 48, 1.
Review of Marine Carrin & Harald Tambs-Lyche, An Encounter of Peripheries: Santals, Missionaries and their Changing Worlds, 1867-1900, New Delhi, Manohar, 2008 in Economic and Political Weekly  December 2009; Vol. XLIV  Number 49, 5: pp.26-28.

Encyclopedia Entries

Contributor to Ranjan Chakraborty (ed.) Dictionary of Places and Personalities, a departmental project sponsored by the Government of West Bengal (2008-2010). Entries submitted: Alipur, Bauria, Chengile, Khidirpur, Muzaffar Ahmad, Abdul Halim, Shamsul Huda, Abdur Rezzaq Khan, Mohammad Haris.

Other Publications

‘Thesis Report’ published in Richard Cross, Norman La Porte and Kevin Morgan (eds) Communist History Network Newsletter, Issue 20 Autumn 2006, Politics Section, School of Social Sciences, University of Manchester.

Visiting Fellowships

Hermes Post-Doctoral Fellow at Fondation Maison des Sciences de l’homme, Paris from 1 April 2009 to 31 July 2009.

Visiting Fellow, Centre for Study of South Asia and India, Paris from 1 April 2009 to 31 July 2009.

Visiting Fellow, Raphael Samuel History Centre, University of East London from 1 July to 30 August 2007.

Seminars/ Conferences
Co-organiser, Rare photo and pamphlet exhibition from the collection of and panel discussion on Sri Snehangshu Acharyya (1913-1986), Centre for Marxian Studies, Jadavpur University, 6 September 2013.
Co-organiser, Seminar Lecture by Professor Modhumita Roy (Reading Engels: The Condition of the Working Class in England), Centre for Marxian Studies, Jadavpur University, 12 August 2013.
Co-organiser, Seminar Lecture by Dr. Vivek Chibber (Postcolonial Theory and the Spectre of Capital), Centre for Marxian Studies, Jadavpur University, 10 July 2013.
Co-organiser, Seminar Lecture by Dr. Carsten Krinn (Left politics in contemporary Germany), Centre for Marxian Studies, Jadavpur University, 22 April 2013.

Invited Speaker and Participant, ‘New Cultures of the Left’, International Seminar organised by Historical Materialism Journal, London, JNU, New Delhi and ICSSR, India at JNU Convention Centre, JNU, 3-5 April 2013.
Co-organiser, Seminar Lecture by Dr. Phil Hutchinson (Marx and Wittgenstein), Centre for Marxian Studies, Jadavpur University, 21 March 2013.

Co-organiser, Panel Discussion (Violence against Women), Centre for Marxian Studies, Jadavpur University, 25 February 2013.

Co-organiser, Seminar Lecture by Professor Vijay Prashad (US Primacy and Regionalism), Centre for Marxian Studies, Jadavpur University, 31 January 2013.
Co-organiser, Panel discussion on the late Eric Hobsbawm, Centre for European Studies, Jadavpur University, 29 January 2013.
Co-organiser, Seminar Lecture by Dr. Taimur Rehman (Class Structure of Pakistan), Centre for Marxian Studies, Jadavpur University, 11 December 2012.

Co-organiser, Seminar (Crisis of Capitalism and the Third World), Centre for Marxian Studies, Jadavpur University, 20 January 2012.

Co-organiser, Seminar Lecture by Professor Himani Bannerjee (Rammohan Roy and Europe), Centre for European Studies, Department of History, Jadavpur University, 31 March 2011.

Co-organiser, Seminar (Imperialism and Capitalism in our Times), Centre for Marxian Studies, Jadavpur University, 23 March 2011.

Co-organiser, Seminar (The World Economic Crisis), Centre for Marxian Studies, Jadavpur University, 6 March 2009.

Coordinator, International Seminar (Pre-Plassey Bengal: a retrospective view from 2007), Department of History, Jadavpur University, 7-8 September 2007. 

Coordinator, Annual National Seminar (Cultural Practices of the Bhadralok of Bengal: Pedagogy and Ideology), Department of History, Jadavpur University, 23-24 March 2006.

Speaker, Guest Lecture organised by Rishi Bankim Chandra College for Women, Naihati, North 24 Parganas, 25 February 2006.

Commentator and panel discussant, Seminar on Manik Bandyopadhyay, Institute of Development Studies Kolkata, February 2005.

Research Area 

Communism in India; Urban Social History; Muslim Intellectuals and Workers; Working Class Movements; Sailors; Twentieth Century Calcutta; Colonial Surveillance; Imperialism; Indian Activists Abroad.

Research Supervision

Currently supervising an MPhil dissertation by Ms. Farhin Khanam on union-formation among sailors in the Calcutta Port during the late colonial era.
Currently supervising a doctoral dissertatation undertaken by Mr. Goutam Majee on the making of a working-class in the coal-fields on colonial Eastern India.
Currently supervising a doctoral dissertation undertaken by Ms Kakali Mukherjee on the emergence of regional communism in colonial and post-Independence West Bengal.  

Currently co-supervising a doctoral dissertation undertaken by Mr. Bubai Bag on the history of physical disability and movements of the differently abled in post-Independence West Bengal. (Co-supervisor: (Retired) Professor Himadri Bannerjee, Department of History, Jadavpur University, Kolkata-32).

Completed supervision
An MPhil Dissertation by Atrayee Lahiry on colonial perceptions of and everyday life in Calcutta during the transfer of capital to Delhi in 1911-12. Degree awarded in 2013.
A doctoral dissertation by Arnab Bhattacharya on literary representations of India’s Partition.  (Co-supervisor: Sri Avik Majumdar, Associate Professor, Department of Comparative Literature, Jadavpur University, Kolkata-32). Submitted in 2013.
A PhD dissertation by Dipankar Bagchi on modernism and social crises in Bengali poetry from the 1870s to the 1950s. (Co-supervisor: (Retired) Professor Chittabrata Palit, Department of History, Jadavpur University, Kolkata-32). Degree awarded in 2012.

An MPhil dissertation by Srimanti Bannerjee on responses in India to the coup in Iran during 1953. (Co-supervisor: Dr. Bijoy Kumar Das, Department of International Relations, Jadavpur University, Kolkata-32). Degree awarded in 2011.

Examiner

April 2012: History MPhil dissertation on  the left intelligentsia in Bengal from the 1920s to the 1950s submitted to the Calcutta University. 

March 2011: History MPhil dissertation on refuges and partition submitted to the Calcutta University.

Referee

July 2011: A book manuscript submitted to Orient Blackswan on colonial Bengal.

Additional departmental responsibilities

Editor, Journal of History, Jadavpur University.

Member, Library Committee.

Extra-departmental activities within the University

Joint Coordinator, Centre for Marxian Studies, Jadavpur University.

Member, Advisory Committee of Centre for Latin American Literatures and Cultures, Dept of Comparative Literature, Jadavpur University.

Member, Advisory Committee of Centre for Victorian Studies, Dept of English, Jadavpur University.

Previous Responsibilities

Member, Faculty Council of Arts (2010-2012)
Joint Coordinator, Centre for European Studies (2010-2013) 
Membership of Professional Body

Life member, Paschim Banga Itihas Sansad 

Member, Indian History Congress

