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EDUCATION

· ICSE from La Martiniere for Boys, Calcutta (84.6% marks); 1982

· ISC from La Martiniere for Boys, Calcutta (71.3% marks; Science Group); 1984

· B.A. Honours (English) from Jadavpur University, Calcutta (First Class; 62.78% marks); 1987

· M.A. (English) from Jadavpur University, Calcutta (First Class First; 63.67% marks); 1990

· Qualified in the National Educational Testing (NET) for College and University Lecturers, conducted by the University Grants Commission (UGC); 1991

· Ph.D. (Arts), Jadavpur University; 2004

HONOURS AND AWARDS

· School

Vice-Captain of the School (1983)



House Captain (1983)




President, Interact Club (1982-83)




School Colours for Quiz



Principal’s Award for English (1983)




Awards for Boxing, Cricket, Athletics




Inter-School Awards for Debate, Quiz, Elocution

· Rotary International Youth Leadership Award (1983)

· Winner inter-college and open quizzes and debates (1984-89)

· National Merit Scholarship (1988-90)

· University Gold Medal, Department of English Medal, Endowment Medal for Shakespeare; Jadavpur University (1990)
· DSA Visiting Fellow, Department of English, Jadavpur University, Kolkata, March 2004
· Visiting Fellow, Department of English, University of Delhi, October 2004
EXPERIENCE

Development/Environment/Social Work

· Member and office-bearer, FERRY (Foundation for Economic Rehabilitation of Rural Youth), 1987-present; working on rural development projects in Barddhaman, Birbhum, and Hooghly districts.

· Member and sometime office-bearer, Siksha-Niketan, an educational and rural development organisation in Barddhaman district, since 1977.

· Project Officer, World Wide Fund for Nature – India  (WWF-I; formerly the World Wildlife Fund), April 1990 to October 1991, handling a range of environmental projects; Member of the Eastern Region Committee of WWF-India from 1991 to 1995.

· Member, Advisory Committee, Research Project on “Seasonal Migration for Rural Manual Work in Eastern India”, conducted by Dr. Ben Rogaly of the School of Development Studies, University of East Anglia, Norwich, and funded by DFID, UK.

· Member, Coordinating Committee (Santiniketan) of the Pratichi (India) Trust (Founder and Chair: Professor Amartya Sen), 2001 – present.

Academic

· Lecturer in English, Department of English and Other Modern European Languages, Visva-Bharati University, Santiniketan, from October 1991 to March 2001

· Reader in English, Department of English and Other Modern European Languages, Visva-Bharati University, Santiniketan, from March 2001 to January 2005

· Reader in Comparative Literature, Department of Comparative Literature, Jadavpur University, Kolkata, from January 2005 till date

· Head, Department of Comparative Literature, Jadavpur University, Kolkata, from 20 January 2007 to 19 January 2009

Academic Projects (up to October 2009)
· “Vanishing seeds of culture – a study in Bankura district of West Bengal”; funded by the Centre of Advanced Study, Department of Comparative Literature, Jadavpur University. Started in 2006. Audiovisual documentation completed. Manuscript under preparation.

· “Developing an e-enabled Santali language-learning system: a case study for designing an effective self-learning module for a tribal language”; as co-investigator with Professor Mita Nasipuri, Professor Dipak Kumar Bose, Professor Ipshita Chanda and Dr. Anirban Ray Chaudhuri; funded by the Technical Education Quality Improvement Programme (TEQIP), Jadavpur University. Started August 2005. Completed.

· “Archiving ‘popular market’ Bengali books”; as co-investigator with Professor Sukanta Chaudhuri and Mr. Arun Ghosh; funded as a Major Research Project by the Endangered Archives Programme of the British Library, UK, and carried out in the School of Cultural Texts and Records, Jadavpur University. Started in June 2007. Completed in June 2009 and report submitted to British Library.

· “Problems of communication at the primary education level in a multilingual situation with special emphasis on minor (endangered) language communities of West Bengal”; funded by the Paschim Banga Sarva Siksha Mission (PBSSM) and UNICEF, West Bengal; carried out in collaboration with the School of Languages and the Bhasacharya Suniti Kumar Chatterjee Centre for Language Studies, Jadavpur University. Started May 2009. Ongoing.
· “Digital archive of early Bengali drama”; as co-investigator with Professor Sukanta Chaudhuri; funded by the Endangered Archives Programme of the British Library, UK, and carried out in the School of Cultural Texts and Records, Jadavpur University. Started in September 2009, concluded in 2011.

(See also “List of Publications” and “Seminars/Lectures”)

Writing

· Editor, School Magazine, La Martiniere; Member of the Editorial Board for Yearbook, La Martiniere

· Editor, Students’ Magazine of the Department of English, Jadavpur University

· Worked as Senior Sub-Editor, The Telegraph, Calcutta, on lien from Visva-Bharati, April-July, 1994

· Reports, project profiles, annual reports, survey reports, status surveys, analyses, and so on for FERRY, Siksha-Niketan, WWF-India, and others

· Academic essays (See “List of Publications” for details)

· Essays, reviews, articles in the press on politics, culture, environment, development, literature, among others  (See “List of Publications” for details)

Work in Other Media

· Research for film on the Indian Elephant (Discovery Channel, USA, 1991)

· Collaborated and acted as the interviewer for a film on South Asian literature, “Search for Roots” (produced by the University Grants Commission, 1992)

· Helped conceptualise and was interviewed for the documentary film, “ ‘Billy’ Arjun Singh” (1993)

· Conducted quizzes and debates, in English and Bangla, on television (1990 onwards)

· Popular lectures on environment, development, gender, culture, in different media

· Interviewed for articles/films on literature, popular culture, environment, development (1990 to date)
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Date of birth:
23 November 1965

Place of birth:
Calcutta, India

Nationality:
Indian

Languages:
Bangla, English, Hindi (fluent), French (passable)

Marital status: Married to Dr. Sujata Guha; three children - one son, born 7 September 2000, a daughter, born 14 January 2002 and another daughter born 12 May 2003.

Extracurricular interests

· Sports (cricket, football, boxing, athletics, trekking, karate)

· Yoga

· Theatre

· Performing Arts

· Reading

· Eating

· Music

· Sleeping
